American White Pelican

Pelecanus erythrorhynchos

Order: Pelicaniformes Family: Pelicanidae

One of the largest flying birds in North America the
American White Pelican has a wingspan of over 9 feet and
weighs over thirty pounds. The large bill which measures
15 inches possesses a pouch which can hold 4 gallons of

water.

The American white pelican feeds on fish in large inland
lakes of central, western and coastal North America. This
pelican will forage cooperatively, working together to herd
fish into shallower in order to grab then them near the
surface. A single pelican may eat as much as four pounds of
fish a day.

This is a monotypic species and both sexes have similar
plumage. During breeding season both sexes grow a
breeding plate on top of its bill. Once the eggs are laid the

plate will disintegrate.



