
 

Order: Primates Family: Atelidae 

Famous for its morning chorus the Red howler monkey can be 
heard for 5 km in the dense jungle. The howlers will produce 
this vocalization first thing in the morning before traveling in 
search for food. This alerts other groups to their location and 
prevents conflict. The ability to produce this remarkable 
vocalization is due to an enlarged hyoid bone in the throat. 

The Red howler monkey is a folivore meaning its a leave eater. 
Due to the low nutritional value and indigestibility of  leaves 
folivores tend to have a slower metabolism. As a result howler 
monkeys spend over 75% of  the day resting. The amount of  
fruit in the diet depends on season and location. 

Red howler monkey 
Alouatta seniculus 

Range: Northern South  
             America  
HBL: ♂51-63cm (20-24 in) 

          ♀: 48-57 cm ( 19-22 in) 

Tail: 68 cm ( 27 in) 

Weight: ♂ 5.4-9 kg ( 12-20 lb) 

             ♀: 4.2-7 kg ( 9.3-15.4 lb) 

Sexual Maturity:♀: 43-54 month 

                           ♂: 58-66 months 

Estrus: 

Estrus cycle: 17 days 

Gestation:191 days 

Weaning: 42-64 weeks 

Habitat: Gallery rainforest  

Food: Mature leaves, fruit  

Activity: Diurnal 

Lifestyle: Arboreal 

Social: 1 male multi female 

Breeding Polygynous 

IUCN: Least Concern 

Subspecies: 8 

Longevity: wild: 25 years 


