
 

Order: Psittaciformes Family: Psittacidae 

The Pesquet's Parrot is very unique in, taxonomy, appearance and 
diet. Some classification put this species in a separate family 
Psittrichasiidae and it is considered a primitive type of  parrot. 
Compared to other parrots it has a small head and a long skinny 
hooked bill. Males have a small red patch behind the eye that is 
missing in the female. 

The Pesquet's parrot is one of  a few parrots that are obligate 
frugivore meaning they eat only fruit. An all fruit diet is very 
limited in the amount of  protein. It has been found that this 

species does require less dietary protein than most other birds . 1

This species is listed as Vulnerable by the IUCN due to hunting for  feathers. 

Pryor, g., Levey, D.and Dierenfeld, E.  2001 Protein Requirements of a Specialized Frugivore 1

Pesquet's Parrot Psittrichas fulgidus The Auk 118(4) 1080-1088

Pesquet's Parrot 

Range: New Guinea 
Size: 46 cm(18 in) 
Wingspan: n/a 
Weight: 
           ♂ 680-800g( 24 -28oz)   
          ♀ :680-800 (24-28 oz) 
Diet: Fruits mainly figs 
Habitat: Rainforest 
Eggs: 2-3 
Nest: Tree cavity 
Incubation : 21-28 days 
Fledging: 90-100 days 
Sexual maturity:4-5 yrs 
Breeding monogamous  
Subspecies: Monotypic  
Longevity: Captivity: 50 yrs 
                 Wild: Unknown 
IUCN: Vulnerable  
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